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SCEK Project Profile
	Project Name:
	Aerial Boreal Caribou Recruitment Survey

	Project Number:
	BCIP-2013-05

	Proponent:
	Diversified Environmental Services

	SCEK Funding Envelope:
	Boreal Caribou

	Timeframe:
	March 11, 2013 to May 15, 2013


Project objectives 

The objective of this project is to:

· estimate the proportion of the boreal caribou population in northeast BC comprised of calves; 

· identify recent boreal caribou mortality events; and 

· locate collared wolf packs. 

Project description 
The recruitment survey will cover the six caribou ranges in the North East area of BC—shown on the map below:

· Calendar;

· Chinchaga;

· Maxhamish;

· Parker;

· Prophet; and

· Snake Sahtaneh.
[image: image1.emf]
Project approach

The survey method will follow that outlined in Thiessen and DeMars (2010) for the rut count and late winter composition survey. A helicopter, equipped with antennas and a telemetry receiver, will be used to relocate all collared boreal caribou in northeast BC. The most recent locations of collared caribou and wolves will be provided to the successful contractor. Not all collared caribou may be located within ranges as currently defined, but the contractor will be expected to expend reasonable effort to locate as many collared caribou as practicable, regardless of their location. Telemetry equipment will need to receive frequencies ranging from 148.000 to 152.999.
All caribou associated with the collared animals will be counted and classified according to Level 3 RISC Standards (RISC 2002). Collared wolves should also be located, and incidental species (e.g., moose, wolverine, lynx) recorded.
The following information will be collected during this survey—as per the RISC standards. This data includes:

· Dates of survey and flight paths;

· Age and gender of boreal caribou—using cow, calf, bull classifications as per the RISC Standards;

· Location of boreal caribou mortalities;

· Estimated size of wolf packs;

· Time and location of observations; and,

· Other species observed while in transit.

Project deliverables

The deliverables from this project include the following:

1. Final report—covering the following information:

· Executive Summary;

· Background information—including the survey area and survey units;

· Survey method—including flight paths, dates and time;

· Data, including photographs of mortality locations and other notable features

· Results—including:

· the location, sex and age class (adult or calf), collar frequency (if applicable) of all observed caribou and wolves;

· Location and description of boreal caribou mortalities.

· Appropriate summary statistics (e.g., calf:cow ratios by range, etc.)

· Discussion—including recommendations for improvements to future surveys;

· Appendix - Incidental observations and locations—other species identified (e.g., moose, wolves).
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